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created by Edward VII. ... And so the notorious en-
circlement of Germany is at last an accomplished fact.
England stands derisive, brilliantly successful in her long-
meditated purely anti-German policy, stirring to admira-
tion even him whom it will utterly destroy ! The dead
Edward is stronger than the living I ! ' He believed what
he wrote, and in this despairing cry he summed up all
the spite and jealousy which had embittered his reign of
twenty-six years. Now as he brought the sheaves of his
harvesting with him there was nothing left in his soul
but the desire for revenge, and again he wrote: ' Our
Consuls in Turkey and India, our agents and all such
must inflame the whole Mohammedan world to frantic
rebellion against this detestable, treacherous, conscience-
less nation of shopkeepers; for if we are to bleed to
death, England shall at all events lose India. W.'1

Two days later Germany declared war on Russia.
France automatically ordered general mobilisation, but
England still held her hand. President Poincare was
convinced that the issues lay with her, and that her declara-
tion that she would stand in with France might still have
averted the catastrophe. But the British Government,
rightly or wrongly, believed that she could be a more
efficient mediator as a neutral, and it was not till Sunday,
August 2, that Sir Edward Grey promised M. Paul
Cambon, French Ambassador in London, that if the
German fleet came into the North Sea either for attack
on the French ports in the Channel or, by sailing round
the north of Scotland, on the Atlantic coast, the British
fleet would render France all possible naval support.
England thus conditionally abandoned neutrality before
the violation of Belgian territory next day by the German

1 Ludwig, Kaiser Wilhelm //, p. 394.